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7. DESCRIPTION
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(] Excellent [ Geod 7 Fair Deteriorated D'Ruins (7] Unexposed
CONDITION - -
(Cheack One) B (Check One)
T Altered {7 Unaltered [0 Moved {% Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (I known) PHYSICAL ARPPEARANCE

Located on the north shore of Church Neck on Westerhouse Creek,
Westerhouse is a small, one-story farmhouse with a steep gable roof and
asymmetrical elevations. Although altered and much deteriorated, the
house retains its essential architectural character and could be restored
to its original appearance.

The house is laid in Flemish bond with glazed headers and has a
beveled brick water table. It is devoid of rubbed and gauged brickwork,
however the windows and doors are spanned by rowlock lintels of
alternating glazed and unglazed headers. Of particular note is the east
exterior end chimney with its heavy pyramidal base, long sloping tiled
weatherings and squat free-standing stack. The original chimney on the
west end was -probably similar, although in the mid-nineteenth century
the west end apparently settled out from the structure and was at that
time replaced with the present brick end laid in seven-course American
bond. The tall, slender chimney stack was built at the same time.

The south elevation retains its original four-bay fenestration with

two doors flanked by windows. The fenestration on the north elevation,
however, has been partially altered by the addition and removal of later
wings. Corresponding to the fenestration, the interior plan of Wester-~
house is a simple hall~parlor arrangement typical of pre-Georgian
Virginia dwellings. Access to the loft area is gained through an enclosed
stairway projecting from the central partition wall into the east rocom and
entered from the west room. The loft, like the first floor, has a two-room
plan. The house probably was built without a basement, having only
brick-lined root cellars situated in front of the hearths and entered by
interior trap doors such as the one surviving in the east'room. The half
cellar under 'the west end of the structure apparently was dug during the
course of mid-nineteenth-century repairs.
' -“The steep gable roof of Westerhouse has, to the present day, been
covered with wood shingles fixed to evenly spaced nailing slats rather than
the more commonly employed solid plank sheathing found in most early
houses. The roof framing presently exposed by the deterioration of the
shingles and interior plaster is of mortise-and-~tenon construction with
half-dovetailed collar beams and tilted plates.

Unfortunately no original interior trim survives in any of the rooms
and much of the plaster has been replaced at least once.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIiFICANCE . !

Although in a state of advanced determratl‘on, Westex;house remains

an outstanding and exceptionally rare example of Stuart- period Southern
vernacular architecture. The prototype for the small, compact farm-

house is the two-unit medieval cottage of the West Country and Highland
zone of England. Characteristic features of the type are the one-story
elevation, the steep gable roof, the hall-parlor plan and the asymmetrica
arrangement of the openings. No influence of the bookish classical style
that had such a heavy impact on the character of the vernacular archi-
tecture of the Georgian period is evident. An interesting regional feature
of the house is its massive exterior-end pyramidal chimney with its
steeply sloped tiled weatherings. This feature is shared by less than a
half dozen Eastern Shore structures remaining from the same period.
Unfortunately the preservation of none of these structures has been
secured, and this rare and most appealmg architectual species is in
da.nger of extinction. .

‘The builder and exact constructlon date of Westerhouse is
uncertain, however comparative stylistic analysis indicates.a date
around 1700. The Westerhouse family, from which the property takes
its name, had been established in Northampton County since 1661 when
William Westerhouse of New England is recorded to have bought land
on what is now Westerhouse Creek. William Westerhouse died in 1684
leaving his land to his son, Adrian. Therefore the house probably was
built by Adrian Westerhouse before his death in 1705, or shortly there-
after by his son and heir, William Westerhouse II. The property remained
in the ownership of the Westerhouse family until the last quarter of the
eighteenth century. '
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in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and ﬁ:ot:ed.: res set
forth by the National Park Service,
level of significance of this nomination is:

3] State X Local

The recommended

a

National

Name

Junius R. Fishburne, Jr., Executive

Titte Commission

Date

Director, Virginia Historic Landmagks

e .- . . - -t [ ."'L'!._..\
1 hereby certify that this property is included in the
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